
Labor Strong and a New Mass of
Women Voters to (Ionfuse

the Prophets
By S. K. Ratcliffe

Journalist, public speaker and a stout
pro-moter of Anglo-American Good
Feeling.
TUE Lloyd George war government

will come up for judgment by the
British people on December 14.
At first sight it would seem that

the general election then to be held must
transcend in importance all elections of
the past, and therefore that the fuure
of Britain, and of Europe, must in an

overwhelming degree, depend upon what
happens at the polls a fortnight hence.
This, however, may not be so. As a po¬
litical event, necessarily, the election will
be immensely interesting. But it is not
unlikely that, as an indication of the
mind of England and the forces which
are to control the policy of the British

°

Commonwealth during the next ten
years, it may be quite inconclusive. War
elections are always abnormal, whether
they occur just before or just after the
military decision has been reached. And
the victory election will be no exception
.unless all the party experts are at
fault in their calculations. Of course, if
the lid were to fly off and the Lloyd
George coalition to be swept away, no

one would be able to deny that some¬

thing of tremendous moment had oc¬

curred.
As a matter of fact, most observers

who are in a position to estimate the
probabilities take for granted that Mr.
George will win.although it is recog¬
nized the size of his majority and the
power and character of the opposition
arc highly problematical.

VVast New
Electorate

Before coming to the light, the leaders
and the issues, let us look for a moment
at the startlingly new conditions of this
election. The House of Commons that
has just been dissolved was chosen eight
years ago. Britain has not had a na¬

tional election since December, L910.
four years before the Deluge. At that
time, when Asquith and Lloyd George
More leading the assault upon the. House
of Lords, the electoral system of Eng¬
land liad suffered no change since the
Gladstonian epoch. Manhood suffrage
was still a phase. Electoral districts
were amazingly elissimilar. The man of
property could, and did. vote in many
separate constituencies. The polling was

spread over a month or more. And. of
course, no women might cast a vote.
On December 1 1 « new Britain will,

1 hough not without many surviving dis¬
abilities, go to the ballot, in the spring
of Ulis year Parliament carried through
;:'<- most drastic of reform acts. The
principle of manhood suffrage has been
accepted. F'ractically all male civilians
are now enfranchised from the age of
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Amer

By P. W. Wilson
RITAIN'S dayi begin ncxl Friday,
and Î am asked to restate Britain's
ca c I do this with a full heart
hecausc the or;c paramount, d«'Mr"

is a ««-.(.liai friendship with all
..in Between Republican? and Dcni-

(«crats we draw no distinctions, t.et a man

be honestly loyal to Hie United States let
his loyalty be 100 per cent and we wish
m well. Given such loyalty to the Stara

and Stripes and it. matters nothing to us

whether the .American citizen be of Anglo-
;. on, German or Irish descent. American

nality ia the one passport to our un-

hakable confidence.
We have «h'tinito reasons for wishing to

be friends with America. We are not out.
for mere compliments. Wo want some

thing deeper than flattery. Nor are wc

thinking about commercial advantages. At
this lolcnin moment, when we arc con-

.,-irnj" of '.'OO.onO British dead, our feeling-;
will be outran«'«! by a proposal to exploit

reat victory over despotism at the ex¬

pense of mankind. A great army of im-
mortal spirits, which will never he demo¬
bilized, stands in serried array an a de-
(once against such misunderstanding.«.. No
one will su lige s i that. Dr. Albert Shaw, th«
«.«i'tor of "The American Review of Rc-
\ ¡aws,'1 r« a tire eater or hurrah patriot,
tie has been visiting England, and this ia

impression, as cabled to his journal:
"II not true that the British people

are seeking any srlli^h benefit from a

nur which has cost them such terrible
-aenfice of the lives of their young men.

1'hcir sons are as dear to them as our

own. Their «le:-no is to live and work
harmoniously with the American people
for the best interests of mankind, and
it has no background of dangerous im
perialism. Nothing has more strongly
impressed us than the essential reason¬

ableness, at this time, of British lead¬
ers of thought and action."
With that verdict every Englishman will

be content. The one British interest and
the one American interest i« the peace and
happiness of the whole world. Whatever
we get for ourselves will be worthless ¦'

other less fortunate nations arc plunged in

disorder and misery.
Many German-Americans have Bet aside

their ancestral predilections and shown me

much kindness. I should like to thank
them. And appeal to their fairness of
a as Americans. Uo they always re¬

member that before the war German good»

twcnty-cmo while the right to vote is
conferred upon soldiers from nineteen,
the age below which they arc understood
not to be used for foreign service. The
plural voter, if not yet completely abol¬
ished, will not count as a factor. The
total electorate, which was eight millions
in 1910, is now about eighteen millions,
and that immense number includes a

great new army of women voters, maybe
nearly eight millions strong.

Altogether, the coming election may
be described as the most incalculable ad¬
venture in political history, for no one

can forecast the combined results of the
enlarged electorate, the changed con¬

stituencies, the disappearance of the
plural voter, the women's entry into poli¬
tics and the unknown mind of the sol¬
dier. Moreover, women have gained the
right of admission to Parliament and the
new House of Commons may easily in¬
clude a few of those leatlers who, during
the last decade or so. have displayed so

remarkable a talent for organization and
debate.

Iloyd George
-' The Issue
Inevitaly the issue is Lloyd George.

He became Prime Minister exactly two
years ago, in December, 1010. Tic cre¬

ated a victory government.in person¬
nel and procedure an entirely new ex¬

periment. Mr. George transformed the
old British Cabinet system. He created
a fresh type of Executive. Realizing
that the constitution was in great part a

myth, a tradition or an idea, he refash¬
ioned its instruments as the occasion
seemed to demand. His government,
from March to midsummer, passed
through the acutest crisis of the war.

And, thanks mainly to the weight of the
American stroke at the crucial moment,
Mr. George remains at the head of af¬
fairs at the coming of peace. Victory
having been attained, he demands, as he
has a right to demand, a mandate for
the seulement.

His personal position is without a

parallel. For a century and a half, since
the elder Pitt, no English statesman has
been head of tue nation without being at
the same time leader of a party. Mr.
George has no party, lie is backed by
no party machine; he commands no rec¬

ognized party funds. He has not for¬
mally separated himself from the Lib¬
erals. At the recent assembly of Liberal
chiefs and delegates, there was a move¬
ment toward the restoration of unity.
Mr. Asquith, however, remains the offi¬
cial Liberal leader; Mr. Bonar Law is
both titular and actual leader of the
Conservatives. The Labor party, led by
Arthur Henderson, is in direct opposi¬
tion to the1 government. Mr. George,
therefore, stands outside the party
ranks; but lie is, and has been for three

1
were admitted into British ports cither
fie«' of duty er mi tin- same term:- as Brit¬
ish goods, that German shipping had lull
u of all our coaling stations, and that
German capital was welcome in London,
where German banks wen- among the mosl
powerful in the cityV May I remind them
further that when war broke out British
diplomacy waa seeking an outlet for Gei
man energy in the Portuguese colonies ami
in Mesopotamia? Nor will they forget thai
the ink on the armistice \va¡ scarcely dry
and the murdered victims of the Lciii'stci
were scarcely buried when you liad Mr.
Lloyd George, the British Prime Minister,
pleading, if you please, for fan treatment
of Germany. On rny own table lie two
documents. In one my wife tells mc tha!
on their new ration cards in London thej
have had to sign their names seventy
Limes, which show3 what privativa, even
tioiv are suffered in England. In the other,
which is R newspaper cutting, T read of Mr.
Lloyd George and M. < lemenceau agreeing
with President Wilson that food be sent
Germany. In face of IhcBe fact i:- Bril
ain really ungenerous? A great authority
once said:

"If thine enemy hunger, feed him." be¬
lieving apparently thai th< re is no greater
riar.gcr than our enemy when he ia hungry.
It is n hard saying, but Britain is endeavor
i net to live up to it.

Irish \mericans have also hown me
finite kindness. The postman who brings

, one's letters the elevator men in a hotel,
the waiter who serves dinner one and all,
(hoy say a pleasant word apparently he-
cause I am English. 1 fhall never forget
how in a Baptist church a" Irish itholic
girl from a Sinn Fein family, with a

glorious voice, sang "Rule Britannia" and
"Land of Hope and Glory" in honor of
England, and sung them with her whole
heart. That was a tine triumph over preju
dice. Another memory which will never be
effaced waa nij firsl reception bj an Irish
community in a Catholic institute in New
England, where in the wry teeth of the
trouble over conscription three or t'< ur hun¬
dred people shook 'earn!, with mc because I
was English. This Homo Ruh- business is
difficult let us admit it. Bohemia Im
precisely the same perplexity namely, the
presence within her borders of a minority
of two and a half million people who hap¬
pen to be of alien blood; that 4, (¡crinan.
How to safeguard minorities is row the
chief worry for those who want thi
determination of small people-. The Irish
case docs not stand alone. And it. will be

j solved a» part of the world settlement.

years, t<> all intents and purposes, the
leader of the Conservative forces. And
when he makes his appeal for support
on behalf o\' his government the voter
lias to confront and weigh the fact that
Lloyd George, from 190(5 to L914 the
most powerful radical leader in the Eng¬
lish-speaking world, is asking to be sup
ported in his association with Mr. Bonar
Law, Lord Curzon and Lord Milner,
while every one of the prominent Lib¬
erals who stood with him before 1914 is
ranged with the Opposition.

In the Coalition Wa« Cabinet there is
one labor leader, George Harnes (who
henceforth, presumably, will be differ¬
ently labelled), and one Liberal of an

emphatically non-party kind, General
Smuts of the Transvaal. For the rest,
Mr. George depends in the main upon
the cooperation of men who, apart from
the great issue of the war, are by tem¬
perament, tradition, training and inter¬
est identified with the world in which
their emergency leader has no part
at all.

Lloyd George's
J Great Stroke
Tiial. coupled of course with the

Northcliffe alliance, is Mr. George's
weakness. His strength is individual
and personal. In certain qualities of
popular leadership he is unrivalled.
Time and again since he succeeded to
the first place in the government he has
seemed to be at the end of his resources.

The House of Commons has been resent¬
ful, the press hostile, the army sus¬

picious, the. nation perturbed. Recall,
for example, the storm over the Ver-
sailles conference a year ago, the Mau¬
rice affair, the repeated crises in he-
land, the volcanic rumblings among the
munitions workers, in the shipyards and
the mines. But the stars in their courses

have fought for the Prime Minister.
Saved as a rule by the extreme emcr-

| gency of war, he has pulled through.
Since 191B he has behind him a series of
astonishing successes in the House of
Commons. And to-day, strengthened
and stimulated beyond measure by the
boundless triumphs of the Allies, on the
eve of the election he appears, «-it all
events to the world outside England, as

the single commanding figure among the
political leaders of Britain.

he Lloyd George
Strategy at Work

'This being the position,whabuiatural-
ly would be' Mr. Lloyd George's method'.'
Any one acquainted" with his extraordi¬
nary genius for political strategy could
have predicted it. without, hesitation. A
few hours after the signing of the ar¬

mistice he made an appeal to his old
Liberal supporters. Beginning with the
announcement, that the terms of the
peace would dominate the election, he
proclaimed that the government would
enter the peace conference for a settle¬
ment, upen the lines of justice and public
right. There would be no vengeance;
110 false settlement such a- that of 1.871.

This policy would involve as an es¬
sential element the creation of a League
of Free Nations for the insurance of
peace and Britain would go to the peace

But in the meant ime let me p
matters straight.

NJailing a
few 1 ,ies

li untrue thai Brit oldii hot
«I«.-.« n Irish pea ants who refused conscrip¬
tion and afterward appropriated their farms
for wounded English Tommies. H is untrue
thai the English outrai:«' Irish women an«)
slaughter Irish children. It is untrue that
England and Japan are: conspiring to at¬
tack America. Nor is ¡t true that England
attacked Germany in order to keep the
Czar on hi throne. Hicsc ¡dea maj seem
strange, but every one of them has been
uttered in my hearing, and sometime in

Slll'.VlSM. thai strange «lis¬
as«- of Ru: la. rh aled in its
prcad only by Spanish iufiu-

< «i.'.i. Bui both seem to
under control now.

"The Kam a ( l'y «foumal'
this view:

«e getting

¦'ha

.'I hi a n f Bol .m
which foi ;« time threatened to overwhelm
not oi ;¦ Germany but several neutra!
countriei and which caused verj serious
disturbances in some of ti v coun
tii« in Europe, appears to be ebbing. It
was inevitable that some port of reaction
would take place when tin- frightful strain
of the past four years was e 'en measur¬
ably relieved and it was al o inevitable
thai this l'action won!«! be expressed
most extravagantly by the le restrained
and less restrainable elements in the popu¬
lation of the countries affected, The same

attitude of mind, that ¡j to sayi which
mad Bolshevism in Russia transform ;¦.

nation freed fron; centuries of despotism
:'«.« i nominal nation burdened with a
bloodier despotism of proletarians, pro¬
duce«! similar effects in other countries,
the effects heinK modified only by the ex¬
tent to which the saner elements were
abb to curb the vicious impulses ot, the
popular tyrants. For Bolshevism is funda
mentally a tyranny, a ruthless disregard
of the rights of all the people,"the en-

conference) prepared to declare that the.
league is and must lie a reality.
Turning to domestic affairs, Mr.

George affirmed that the policy of the
government, would include a bold pro¬
gramme of social reconstruction, a great
project for the rehousing of the people,
the reform of the land, a national mini¬
mum wage in all industries, the settle¬
ment of the; Irish question upon a na¬

tionalist basis and without the coercion
of the Protestant minority in Ulster.
Such a policy, he declared, could not be
initiated without, the support of the Lib¬
eral forces in Britain, and therefore he
appealed for a national vote on behalf
of the coalition.
To the more radical elements of the

nation it would doubtless seem that on

the domestic side such a programme was

anything but radical; but it was plain
from Mr. George's later utterances that
it went a good way beyond what his Con¬
servative and imperialist colleagues were

prepared to sanction. A day or two
later the evidence of this was seen in a

revised programme which implied that
land and Ireland would have to wait for
a more convenient opportunity, and that ¦,
Mr. George had at last fully accepted
the imperialist doctrine of Colonial pref¬
erence, the British way of stating a

scheme for an imperial customs union.

The Retort
Of the Liberals

The appeal to Liberals was certainly a

brilliant stroke. Lloyd George could gauge
exactly their situation and their dilemma,
hi the first place he knew that they did
not want the election at all. A divided
Liberal party could not have much of a

chance at such a time as this; that is.
while, the peace settlement, and especially
such a settlement as the present, is still
in suspense. Mr. George knew, moreover,
that his old party is hard up for a plat¬
form; that Mr. Asquith is certainly not a

leader for a new and incalculable era, and
that there are large numbers of his old
adherents who, while far from trusting
him completely, will always admire and de¬
light in his resourcefulness, eloquence and
dash. Further, the whole liberal world,
like the world of labor, is deeply in ear¬
nest about the League of Free Nations; and
Mr. George's declaration of full agreement
with President Wilson, together with the
knowledge that, before any change of gov¬
ernment could take effect the broad lines
of the international settlement ¡mould be
laid, amounts to an additional argument
for keeping the present coalition in power.
Clearly, the Liberal groups felt their dis¬
advantage, and if the Prime Minister had
been free to pursue the line which he at
first marked out for himself the Asquith
Liberals would have found themselves
without any particular reason for separate
existence. But tie* Prime Minister was not
free. Being without any powerful Liberal

leagues in the coalition, he must of
necessity shape his course to that of Mr.
I'onar Law, Mr. Balfour and Lord Milner.
Accordingly, Mr, George's later speeches
and the election address issued jointly
with Mr. Law reveal his efforts to arrive
at. a compromise which may attract Lib¬
erals and the moderate Lahor section with¬
out causing the bulk of his conservative
following to take fright. The question is:
Mow can he do that in view of the promi-
nence of such questions as land reform,
tariffs ami colonial preference, and Ire¬
land"

oí C<
direel questions to mc. Tin* truth is, of
course, thai for years past Ireland has
lieen heavily subsidized by England. If she-
ecaii c independent she would have to raise

millions for her old age pensions, her
schools, her land purchase and other ser¬
vices. She ¡. the one part of the British
Empire which ii demonstrably enriched by
the war.

The latent charge against England is
thai with Gerremny beaten she. is too power-
ful. especially vu the sen. Columbia the
Gem of the Ocean, they would have it, is
not quite happy about Britannia ruling
the wave. In certain newspapers the
slogan has gone forth that America must
have the biggest navy. I do tío* know what
your intentions maj be, but I may remark

thronement of one class ahovc all other
It i so in Russia and it is so

il everj countrj in which it has been
allowed t.. rai e il head. It would operate
after the conventional fashion in this
country if the I. W. W. could hoodwink
1(1.. American people or could employ the
force which they would gladly invoke if
I h could."
The reason for "the lure of Bolshev¬

ism" is discussed by "The San Fran¬
cisco Bulletin":
"What is there aima! Bolshevism to

make ,-n many regard it as a political cura-
all? Wherein lie: ¡t¡ appeal? What doe^
the creed of im k; and his fellows offer?

Why, for instance, should thousands of
peopb suddenl* jump to the conclusion that
the abolition of all national boundaries

sake races respect one another's
il Whence comes the conviction that

'¦¦¦ bound to ¡m use the va ell-belng
of fam

"I" times of distress mankind often has
shown a strong tendency to seek quacks

and t'i lu m ken to
charlatans who maintain that they have

">!. cut to Utopia. The
tendency has brought about some of the
''¦"-' ridiculoui situations in history, but
in no case has it produced a more remark¬
able spectacle than the one aqorded to-dayin Eu rope.
"Of course Bolshevism will pass, as such

movements always have, and future gener-

I

ihn later declarations by Lloyd George
ami Bonar Law have furnished Mr. As-
quith with opportunity for a retort; al¬
though, since he is most of all anxious not
to widen the disagreements in the Liberal
ranks, it cannot be described as a fighting
retort. In the first place, he deplores the
election itself. It is, he says, at once a

blunder and a calamity, the nation is as

closely united upon the principles of the
peace now being made as it was upon the
waging of the war. Ho contend* that the
majority of the men who have the highest
claim to register their judgment namely,
ihe soldiers-will be absent from the polls.
This latter statement is contradicted by
Mr. Bonar Law, who assert:« that the elec¬
toral machinery will enable about 85 per
cent of the men in the service to vote.

For the rest, Mr. Asquith comes out
strongly for what have come to be called
the three freedoms -freedom of person,
of opinion and of trade. Conscription, he
declares, must go. The full rights of free
discussion and action must be restored.
And, with as little delay as possible, the
bureaucratic control of business must be
relaxed and the national life be restored
to what, in the orthodox liberal view, is
the normal and proper condition of man in
society. Here, naturally, he is on his
firmest ground, for the people as a whole
arc profoundly hostile tb a continuance of
the wartime system, which has placed al¬
most the whole range of social and eco¬

nomic activity at the mercy of a vast and
complicated bureaucratic machine, largely-
directed by a miscellaneous and uncoordi¬
nated body of controllers. And of course

the Liberal leader insists upon his party's
hostility to protective tariffs and the
urgent necessity of reaching a settlement
in Ireland.

rPhe Liberals
And Their Dilemma

. With all this, however, Mr. Asquith is
compelled to weaken his own position as

the opposition leader by making it plain
that he cannot sanction any contest be¬
tween Liberal candidates. Wherever an

acknowledged Liberal is standing ior, as

Americans say, running) for Parliament,
whether carrying the Coalition or the
straight Liberal label, he is to have a clear
field, so far as the energies of the Liberal
organization are concerned. This will
mean that in a large number of constitu¬
encies the Coalition forces will have it all
their own way. Some working arrange-
ment will be arrived at between the Liberal
and Conservative party managers, and the
man who can be depended upon least to
split the vote will secure the nomination.
As a consequence a good many Liberals
who would prefer to follow the unembar¬
rassed lead of Mr. Asquith will stand as

Coalition candidates; thousands of per¬
sons who have always voted Tory will find
themselves, through the compromise, com¬

pelled to support a Liberal-Coalition can¬

didate, and doubtless many Liberals of the
Left, before the war fervent adherents of
Lloyd George, will decide to throw in their
lot with the Labor party.

Labor.The Only Real
J Opposition
I'wo contrasted enterprises within the

older parties have been attempted during
the campaign. First, a section of the
younger Liberals made a serious move tow¬
ard complete Liberal reunion.that is,
toward the recapture of Lloyd George as
a party leader. Secondly, moderates on
both sides sought to bring about a regu-
lar Liberal-Conservative alliance against

3lumbia
in passing that after reducing current
navy expenditures by about $1,200,000,-
00O Mr. Daniels will still sper.«l fix
billion dollars on new construction in three
years, which is as much as wc spent on
new construction in a generation. \y«? do
not mind. Wc admit that we cannot afford
fliese luxuries. While American bankers
tell me tha'- this country is richer now
than in August, 101-1, and probably richer
than when she entered the war, wc have
spent out of loans about forty billions, and
this is at. least a third of our total re¬
sources. Let. America have the predom¬
inant navy; let her devote it to the liber¬
ties of mankind. But may I be permitted,
as an Englishman, to ask in what, way dur¬
ing the last four years the British navy

I Wave?
ations will smile while reading history's
account of this freak of popular fancy.But the mystery will remain and students
will puzzle o-, er the psyclujlogical quirk,
which led pe«qilc to destroy, under the
fond delusion that, by so doing they were
créai ing.''
"The Daily Kastern Argus" of Port¬

land, Me., views with alarm the spread
of the red (lag:
"the red flag ^aves everywhere, and

there is «langer of its being carried to
ether countries until Europe is a seething
mass of revolutionary disorder. And with
this condition growing, what will be the
result '.'
"The spread oí Bolshevism is a very real

contingency, however, and the fallacy must
be combatted with energy by all thoughtful
people. We of this country have too much
faith in the humanity and honesty of our
laws, administered by just and humane
offlefals, to entertain any Bolshevik de-
¡usions. Every patriot is as loyal to hia
government as be was to the flag and con-
stitution i'i this great war, just ended, for
'miman liberty.*'
As regards conditions in Russia The

Tribuno thinks that:
"The seemingly supine submission of the

Russian public to a handful of visionaries
and mercenaries has alienated a sympathywhich might otherwise be active and
warm."

The Prospects in Favor of the "Vic¬
tory Premier".The Issues

aii.Í the Leaders
the forces of Labor. The first movement
cquld not succeed; for the two years of Mr.
George's Premiership have been a period,
practically, of Conservative rule, and clear-
ly, since the twofold slogan is, "The gov-
ernment that has won the war" and "A
coalition for the settlement," there is no

possible, certainly there is no immediate,
career for Mr. George aft a party leader,
even if his old place were recoverable
which it is not. As for a definite merging
of Liberals and Conservatives against La-
bor-Socialism.that is in part already ef-
fected in some electoral districts, and it
is obvious that the movement might go
much further by December 14 if the middle
classes have been in any serious degree
affected by the fear of Bolshevism.

So far, as the American public in gen-
eral recognizes, the British Labor party
has shown itself to be remarkably free
from those tendencies which, in this coun-

try as in England, are commonly identified
with the principles of the Bolsheviki. And
the party now ranged behind Arthur Hen-
derson will, if it should be true to its prin-
ciples, stand in the election for an inter-
national settlement and a scheme of social
reconstruction which, by comparison with
the programmes daily proclaimed in Con-
tinental countries, must seem moderate and
responsible. Indeed, what the British La¬
bor leaders to-day are arguing is that both
Conservatives and Liberals, seeking for
measures to meet the challenge of the new

time, have been compelled to rifle the Labor
party stores. It is labor, they maintain,
which stands solidly behind the programme
of a just European system, an equitable
agreement as to raw materials and the un-

developed regions of the world, together
with a league of nations for the insurance
of peace and public right. And it is labor,
and labor alone, they insist, which has
faced the claims and needs of a world
torn, embittered and exhausted by war
and now calling for concrete proposals, a3

j well as ideaï aims, in the work of rcbuild-
[ ing industry and society.

The Strong Appeal
Of Labor

Well, beyond a question, labor as £

political and reconstructive force is niak-
ing a potent and moving appeal to large
numbers of men and women outside the
ranks of the manual workers. Through the
inter-Allicd war and peace aims, formulated
eariy this year, and the widely circula'ted
manifesto called "Labor and the New Social
Order" it has initiated a powerful move¬
ment of education. So much is generally
admitted. But what, of the British Labor
party in the coming election? What of its
leadership, its candidates and its majority
and minority sections? LTntil lately the
statement has been repeatedly made that
Labor candidates to the number of between
J00 and 400 would be standing. To-day it
seems likely that the total will be nearer
'200. The new rule which requires, before
nomination, a deposit by each candidate of
5750, to be forfeited upon failure to poll
one-eighth of the total votes, will act as a
severe check upon speculative nominations.
And the absorption of so many of the best

[ in the services will' limit the choice of can-

and B
failed in its duty to the same cause? On
this matter I r.eed say nothing further, be¬
cause in the columns of The Tribune
Colonel Roosevelt, who has visited Eng¬
land, interviewed our statesmen alid seen
our ships, has put the case precisely as
Mr. Lloyd George would put it, unless it
be that the Colonel is a little more forcible.
When Mr. Roosevelt declares that the
freedom of the seas means the enslave¬
ment of mankind it is not for an English
visitor in this country to add anything.
We must have an understanding on the.

ocean. And this is a proposal worth consid-
ering. Let our statesmen get together and
reckon up what navy is necessary to keep
peace on the* ocean. Then let them appor-
tion ships to each democratic country, re-

serving the main force for the United States
and Great Britain. Let us divide that
Anglo-American fleet equally between us,
making it fifty-fifty. Let. us share plans
and expense's. In other words, let. us apply
to this situation the supremely wise policy
which kept warships off the Great Lakes
and gave to the United States and Canada a
frontier of 4,000 miles without one fort.
What an achievement that would be! The
people want such an arrangement. If it
does not como about it will be the fault of
politicians on both sides and of newspaper
men and of officials in a rut. If the trouble
lies with mandarins in Whitehall, London,
then let us know it. But at present, we
have before us no proposal of the kind and
no definition of what America really means
by freedom of the seas. All'that confronts
us is a kind of vague suspicion, sometimes
expressed in severe terms, whic.h has sur¬
prised us at a time when our nien arc still
bleeding together and our factories arc
busy weaving American flags with which to
welcome the American President. If there

j are mischief makers we are convinced that
the soul of the American people is not with
them.

Idealists Who
* Turn Into Cynics
Here a word of warning is needed. No

man is so dangerous as the idealist who
gets disappointed and then turns cynic. In
England we have several people of that
kind, and as cynicism is more interesting
than common sense their writings are popu-
lar in your profs. There is Mr. Arnold Ben¬
nett, who in his latest novel, "The Pretty
Lady," gives the impression that the Sev¬
enth Commandment is in England a "scrap

j of paper." It is very clever.and very an-

didates, so that the men standing on 0».
ccmber M will, in many cases, bo consider¬
ably below the level of ability and ex.
perience attainable in normal times. More¬
over, despite accommodations betwee.i the
parties there ¦will be many three-comerei
contests, and in such contests the advantage
i-< nearly always with the Coalition candi¬
date. This advantage, needless to say, i$
increased in all cases where more than
one Labor candidate happens to be in the
field; while in view of the various fac¬
tions opposed to the leadership of Arthur
Henderson, Ramsay-MacDonald and their
associates, wc may expect to see evidences
of strong factional spirit in not a few im¬
portant centres. Among the influences
lighting on the side of labor may be reck¬
oned the results of the war government's
policy in regard to industry, the many
forms of unrest arising from war condi¬
tions, the perils of demobilization, the ruin¬
ous cost of living and the various obscure
grievances inseparable from a milita»-' «sys¬
tem. Nor can we fail to take note of the
widespread discontent provoked by w»r
profiteering and the failures of the older
kind of politician. To-day in England
there is far more readiness among the
middle classes to welcome a strong Labor
party than has ever been known before. I:
would not surprise any observer of politi¬
cal forces if the Labor group in the new
House should be at least twice as 'arar¬
as the group in the Parliament which bas
just been dissolved. But the influences
and issues are so obscure and confused
that, equally, no one would be greatly sur¬
prised by an entirely différent result. And.
it need not be said, the general expectation
is that Mr. George is sure of his majority.

But What of
Ireland?

Tiicre remains the obstinate puzzle o?
the Irish at Westminster. The Nationalist«
have suffered heavily through the death of
John Redmond. But, more than this, their
position is made problematical in the ex¬
treme by the lier. pas-ions of v

Irciand, the events since the Dublin revolt
of 1916, and the increase of Sun Fein.
Roughly stated, the light is no longer be¬
tween Home Rule and. Unionism; it is be¬
tween differing forms of Home Rule and a

party, of unknown dimension?, which stands
for independence, or at least for the ap¬
plication to Ireland of the principle of na¬
tional self-determination. The evidence
of recent bye-elections seems to foreshadow
large successes at the pe«lls for Sinn Fein.
Such successes, of course, would he gained
at the expense of the Home Rulers led by
Dillon and Devlin; and if the Sinn Fein
members persisted in the refusal to L-it in
the House of Commons. Ireland in the new
Parliament w'ould afford a problem more
difficult even than the one to which Great
Britain has for so long been accustomed.

L'oyd George, always sincerely anxious
to lind the way out. repeated his conviction
in a recent speech. "There can," he said,
"be no political peace in the kingdom or

empire while the Irish question remains
unsettled." In America, more perhaps than
in any country except Ireland itself, peo¬
ple of all parties «ill recognize that as a
faithful saying.

ritannia
true. Last week Mr. H. G. W<
New Republic," let himself go. and declare«!
that our Foreign Office "is by its tature and
by its original purpose h secretive, schem¬
ing, advantage snatching instruir.««
deep, silent and deceptive," and he adds;
"It is very like having suddenly to .hake
hands with "omc one when you are ! lding
a knife up the sleeve of one hand b

cealing a bludgeon behind your back with
the other.-'

Mr. Wells is not anti-Br¡ti_-h. Quite
contrary. He. is simply the typical Eng¬
lishman.-rather d'jll, with curious lapse»
from humor, nnd quite unable to appreciate
how his words affect other comn
than his own. He is out for a system, and
if Lngland does not lit the system so much
the worse for England. The best answer t«

! him is Prince Lichnowsky's memorandum.
and the great personal prestige of Viscount
Grey and Lord Bryce, who will survive even
these attacks.

For the British Empire is an anomaly
If we try to put it into writing it will
simply break up, and that will probably
cost some million human lives. The only
reason why mankind tolerates such an al¬
liance is that vie give pe-.p!'" a fair deal
If England degenerates and adopts a

colonial policy such as Spain's the world
will rise against her, and rightly. I1«*
best antidote t«> such downward tendency
would be the influence» of Amern'anB, with
their unrivalled expend.«-e of the interna¬
tional point of view.
There is not one littlo nation the wid«

world over whose integrity anrî pafety do
not depend upon Washington understanding
London. Atid what have wo to say of
France? It is the French who have brought
us together. It is the French flag which
chaperones the British flag in every stat« of
the I'nion. If France has no misgiving»
about England.and ehe knows Engl»n»
too well to distrust her.is that not suf¬
ficient evidence of good faith?

Politics are important, but there are cer¬
tain issues which we in Fngland remove en¬

tirely from the arena of domestic atrife.
and one of them is our affection for th«
United States. We will not have this eaered
thing bandied about between party and
party. We would consider that to b» des*-
eration. We have our differences among
ourselves. We wish to have no diffcrenea»
with you. We would share with you ever*

thought, every hope, every plan. And I»
dark years-darkest before thf dawn

your comradeship shone forth iu our ak>
' like the morning star«. tm .


